
Wednesday, March 12, 2025 | 4:00 PM – 7:00 PM

The Union League of Philadelphia, 140 S Broad St, Philadelphia, PA

Every sunrise is a new beginning. Don’t
underestimate the power of a second chance.

F r o m  A d v e r s i t y  t o  H o p e :  
A n  E v e n i n g  o f  I m p a c t



Media Advisory ...... Key Event Details for Press & Media Coverage

Event Overview ...... Championing Second Chances in Recovery

Why It’s Newsworthy ...... Breaking Barriers, Changing Lives - Why This Story Matters 

Coverage Opportunities ...... Ways to Cover An Evening of Impact

Speaker Profiles ...... Meet the Voices Behind the Movement 

Event Materials ...... Ways to Engage & Amplify Our Mission

About Gaudenzia ...... Leading the Way in Recovery & Mental Health Support

Contact Information ...... Connect with Us for Media Inquiries & Interviews

Every sunrise is a new beginning. 
Don’t underestimate the power of a second chance.



MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES: Photo and Video Access & Interviews 

G a u d e n z i a  H o s t s  F r o m  A d v e r s i t y  t o  H o p e :  A n  E v e n i n g
o f  I m p a c t  t o  C h a m p i o n  R e c o v e r y  &  S e c o n d  C h a n c e s

F O R  I M M E D I A T E  R E L E A S E

WHAT:
Gaudenzia, one of the nation’s leading nonprofit providers of substance use disorder (SUD) and
mental health treatment, will host An Evening of Impact: From Adversity to Hope—a powerful
fundraising event dedicated to championing second chances, recovery, and renewed hope. This
special evening will bring together community leaders, philanthropists, and advocates to
celebrate stories of resilience, recognize key donors and honorees, and drive support for
Gaudenzia’s mission.

J o u r n a l i s t s  c o v e r i n g  s u b s t a n c e  u s e  r e c o v e r y ,  m e n t a l  h e a l t h
a d v o c a c y ,  p h i l a n t h r o p y ,  &  c o m m u n i t y  i m p a c t  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o

a t t e n d  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  e v e n t  f i r s t h a n d .
RSVP & MEDIA CREDENTIALS
RSVP in advance to secure event access & interview opportunities.
Contact: Sherrie Centrella
publicrelations@gaudenzia.org or (215) 770-5115

WHO:
Keynote Speaker: Jayson Williams, Former NBA All-Star & Recovery Advocate
Event Emcee: Pat Ciarrocchi, Renowned Philadelphia Broadcaster
Gaudenzia Leadership:  Dr. Deja Gilbert, CEO & Behavioral Health Leader
Featured Speaker: Kim Koslow, Behavioral Health Expert & Recovery Advocate
Powerful Storytellers: Personal Stories of Transformation & Second Chances
Honorees, Sponsors, & Major Donors: Philanthropic Leaders Making Recovery Possible

March 12 Event at The Union League of Philadelphia to Feature Jayson Williams, 
Donor Recognition, and Powerful Stories of Transformation

WHEN: Wednesday, March 12, 2025 | 4:00 PM – 7:00 PM

WHERE: The Union League of Philadelphia, 140 S Broad St, Philadelphia, PA



Wednesday, March 12, 2025
 4:00 PM – 7:00 PM

The Union League of Philadelphia
 140 S Broad St, Philadelphia, PA

Connect with Gaudenzia’s leadership and supporters while enjoying light
refreshments. Hear from Dr. Deja Gilbert, CEO, as she shares the story of
Gaudenzia and the profound impact of your support.

Jayson Williams, former professional NBA player and passionate advocate
for second chances, will inspire with his journey from adversity to advocacy.
Additional heartfelt stories of transformation will illuminate the evening’s
purpose and mission.

Celebrate the generosity of our donors and join us in driving meaningful
change. Together, let’s fund the future of recovery through a dynamic
community-wide show of support.

Jo in  Gaudenz ia  wi th  keynote  speaker  Jayson Wi l l iams
of  Rebound4L i fe  for  an even ing ce lebrat ing the

t rans format ive  power  of  second chances .  

NETWORKING & HORS D'OEUVRES 

RALLY THE ROOM  

KEYNOTE & STORYTELLING 



INSP IR ING KEYNOTE  FROM JAYSON WI L L IAMS
Fo rme r  NBA s ta r  Jay son  Wi l l i ams  w i l l  s ha re  h i s  power f u l  j ou rney  f r om
adve r s i t y  t o  advocacy ,  o f f e r i ng  a  f i r s t hand  pe r spec t i ve  on  t he
t ran s fo rma t i ve  power  o f  s econd  chances .  H i s  s t o r y  o f  r e s i l i ence  and
renewa l  i s  bo t h  compe l l i ng  and  deep l y  r e l e van t  t o  t oday ’ s  conve r sa t i on s
a round  r ecove ry  and  r edemp t i on .

CELEBRAT ION OF  COMMUNITY  IMPACT
The  even t  h igh l i gh t s  Gaudenz ia ’ s  p i vo ta l  r o l e  i n  s uppo r t i ng  i nd i v idua l s
on  t he i r  r e cove ry  j ou rney s .  Wi t h  t hou sands  o f  l i v e s  impac t ed  annua l l y ,
Gaudenz ia ’ s  wo rk  embod ie s  t he  hope  and  pos s ib i l i t y  t ha t  s econd
chances  b r i ng .

A MISS ION TO BREAK  BARR I ERS
By  add re s s i ng  t he  s t i gma  su r round ing  subs tance  u se  d i so rde r  and  i t s  co -
occu r r i ng  men ta l  hea l t h  cha l l enges ,  t h i s  e ven t  f o s t e r s  unde r s t and ing  and
in sp i r e s  ac t i on .  I t  s h i ne s  a  l i gh t  on  t he  impo r tance  o f  commun i t y
suppo r t ,  i nnova t i ve  r ecove ry  p rog rams ,  and  ph i l an t h ropy  i n  c r ea t i ng
la s t i ng  change .

OPPORTUNIT I ES  FOR  EXCLUS IVE  COVERAGE
Med ia  r ep re sen ta t i v e s  w i l l  have  acce s s  t o  i n sp i r i ng  s t o r i e s  o f
t r an s fo rma t i on ,  i n t e r v i ews  w i t h  key  f i gu re s  l i k e  D r .  De ja  G i lbe r t  and
Jay son  Wi l l i ams ,  and  t he  chance  t o  cap t u re  t he  emo t i ona l  h igh l i gh t s  o f
t h i s  impac t f u l  e ven ing .

A CALL  TO  ACT ION FOR  HOPE  AND HEAL ING
I n  a  t ime  when  t he  need  fo r  r ecove ry  r e sou r ce s  i s  g rea t e r  t han  eve r ,  t h i s
even t  i n v i t e s  a t t endees  t o  be  pa r t  o f  a  movemen t  t ha t  p rov ide s  second
chances  and  c rea t e s  b r igh t e r  f u t u r e s  f o r  i nd i v idua l s  and  fam i l i e s  i n
need .

F rom Advers i t y  to  Hope:  An Even ing o f  Impac t  i s  more  than
jus t  an  even t—i t ’ s  a  ce lebra t ion  o f  hope,  res i l i ence ,  second
chances ,  and the  power  o f  communi ty  to  t rans fo rm l i ves .



M E N T A L  H E A L T H  &  S U B S T A N C E  U S E  D I S O R D E R S  I N  A M E R I C A

T H E  O V E R L A P  B E T W E E N  A D D I C T I O N  &  M E N T A L  I L L N E S S

T H E  T R E A T M E N T  G A P :  W H O  G E T S  H E L P ?  

H E L P  U S  B R E A K  T H E  C Y C L E

More than 1 in 5 adults struggle with mental health—and nearly 1 in 6 battle addiction.
48.5 million people aged 12+ had a substance use disorder (SUD) in the past year
(17.1% of the population).
58.7 million adults aged 18+ experienced a mental illness (22.8% of the population).

The  impac t  i s  w idesp read .  The  need  fo r  t r ea tmen t  i s  u rgen t .

Mental i l lness & SUD are deeply connected—treatment must address both.
42.4% of adults with any mental illness (AMI) used illicit drugs in the past year.
Among adults with serious mental illness (SMI), that number jumps to 51.9%.
In contrast, only 21% of adults with no mental illness used illicit drugs.

Addic t ion  &  men ta l  hea l t h  cha l l enges  don ’ t  ex i s t  i n  i so la t ion—
comprehens i ve  ca re  i s  c r i t i ca l .

Nearly 3 out of 4 individuals in need of treatment didn’t receive it.
76.4% of people who needed substance use treatment last year did NOT receive it. 

Acces s  t o  ca re  can  mean  t he  d i f f e rence  be tween  c r i s i s  and  recove ry .

Data Source: 2023 SAMHSA's National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH)

Your coverage and support can provide hope, healing, &
second chances to individuals and families in need.

Beh ind Each Number  i s  a  Sto ry

Everyone deserves a path to recovery—no one should be left behind.

A  C O M M U N I T Y
C O M I N G  T O G E T H E R

T O  S A V E  L I V E S .

A  F R I E N D
R E B U I L D I N G
T H E I R  L I F E .

A  P A R E N T
F I G H T I N G  F O R
T H E I R  C H I L D .



PHOTO & VIDEO ACCESS
Journalists will have full access to capture key moments, including:

Jayson Williams’ Keynote Address
Honoree & Donor Recognition
Tree of Hope Dedication Activity – An interactive moment celebrating supporters
who help make recovery possible
Firsthand Stories of Transformation – Hear from individuals who have rebuilt
their lives through recovery, resilience, and support networks that helped them
find lasting hope.

INTERVIEWS AVAILABLE
Pre-event or on-site interviews available upon request with:

Jayson Williams – Keynote Speaker, Former NBA All-Star & Recovery Advocate
Dr. Deja Gilbert – CEO, Gaudenzia & Behavioral Health Leader
Kim Koslow – Featured Speaker, Behavioral Health Expert & Recovery Advocate
Pat Ciarrocchi – Emmy Award-Winning Journalist & Event MC
Individuals with Lived Experience – Personal Stories of Transformation & Second
Chances
Visionary & Corporate Event Sponsors – Philanthropic Leaders Making Recovery
Possible

RSVP & MEDIA CREDENTIALS
RSVP in advance to secure event access and request interview opportunities.
Contact: Sherrie Centrella
publicrelations@gaudenzia.org
(215) 770-5115

J o u r n a l i s t s  c o v e r i n g  s u b s t a n c e  u s e  r e c o v e r y ,
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a d v o c a c y ,  p h i l a n t h r o p y ,  a n d

c omm u n i t y  i m p a c t  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  a n d
e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  e v e n t  f i r s t h a n d .



P A T  C I A R R O C C H I

A dedicated advocate for community engagement and philanthropy, Pat now serves as the
Board Secretary for Gaudenzia and will be the Master of Ceremonies for An Evening of
Impact. With her deep connection to the city and her passion for recovery advocacy, she will
guide guests through an unforgettable night celebrating resilience, transformation, and second
chances.

For Pat Ciarrocchi’s full bio, visit Gaudenzia’s website.

L E G E N D A R Y  P H I L A D E L P H I A  B R O A D C A S T E R
|  E V E N T  M C  |  1 0 - T I M E  E M M Y  A W A R D
W I N N I N G  &  P E N N S Y L V A N I A
A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  B R O A D C A S T E R S  H A L L
O F  F A M E  T V  N E W S  J O U R N A L I S T  |
G A U D E N Z I A  B O A R D  S E C R E T A R Y

https://www.gaudenzia.org/team/pat-ciarrocchi/


F O R M E R  N B A  A L L - S T A R  |  F O U N D E R
O F  R E B O U N D  |  R E C O V E R Y
A D V O C A T E

Jayson Williams is a former NBA All-Star, celebrated athlete, and passionate recovery advocate.
A standout at St. John’s University, he helped lead his team to an NIT Championship and earned
MVP honors before being selected in the first round of the NBA Draft by the Philadelphia 76ers.
Over his 10-year professional career, he became one of the most dominant rebounders in
league history.

Off the court, Jayson faced personal struggles with substance use disorder and trauma, leading
him on a journey of reckoning, recovery, and purpose. Determined to rebuild his life, he
completed treatment and committed himself to helping others do the same.

In 2015, he founded Rebound, a comprehensive recovery and wellness program endorsed by
the NBA as an official resource for players and employees seeking support. As Founder and
Lead Visionary, Jayson works alongside those he calls his “Teammates”—not clients—offering
personalized therapy, group counseling, life skills development, and holistic wellness therapies.

Jayson’s lived experience, resilience, and commitment to second chances have made him a
leader and role model in the recovery space. His mission is simple: to help people bounce back
stronger than ever and rediscover their true potential.

J A Y S O N  W I L L I A M S



B E H A V I O R A L  H E A L T H  L E A D E R  |  R E C O V E R Y
A D V O C A T E  |  G A U D E N Z I A  F O U N D A T I O N
B O A R D  M E M B E R

Kim Koslow is a recognized leader in behavioral healthcare, with over two decades of
experience supporting individuals and families facing addiction, trauma, and mental health
challenges. As a Licensed Mental Health Counselor, Master Certified Addiction Professional,
Certified Trauma Therapist, and Certified ARISE Interventionist, she has helped shape the field
through innovative treatment programs and community-driven recovery initiatives.

Kim’s dedication to the recovery space is deeply personal. She began her career in 2001 by
creating an alumni program for women at the very treatment center where she was once a
client, a moment that sparked her lifelong commitment to building community and empowering
individuals on their recovery journeys.

As CEO and Founder of Got Real Recovery and Vice President of Special Projects at HEAL
Behavioral Health, Kim continues to develop trauma-informed programs and whole-family
healing initiatives. Her work has influenced treatment models nationwide, and she remains a
passionate advocate for meaningful, long-term recovery solutions.

At An Evening of Impact, Kim will share her personal journey, professional insights, and the
power of second chances, inspiring others to join the movement toward hope and healing.

K I M  K O S L O W   L M H C ,  M C A P ,  C T T ,  C A I  



PA T R I SHA

In addition to our keynote and featured speakers, Gaudenzia is honored to
feature firsthand stories from individuals who have navigated the path to
recovery. Patrisha and Norah will share their journeys of resilience and
second chances, offering a deeply personal perspective on the impact of
Gaudenzia’s mission.

NORAH



G A U D E N Z I A  P R E S I D E N T  &  C H I E F
E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R  |  V I S I O N A R Y  I N
B E H A V I O R A L  H E A L T H  L E A D E R S H I P

Dr. Deja Gilbert is a seasoned executive in the treatment of substance use disorder and co-
occurring conditions, with over 20 years of leadership experience in behavioral health services.
As President and CEO of Gaudenzia, she oversees 1,200 healthcare professionals who provide
life-saving treatment to more than 15,000 individuals annually across Pennsylvania, Maryland,
Delaware, and Washington, D.C. Building on Gaudenzia’s 55+ year legacy, she is leading the
organization into a new era of growth, innovation, and expanded impact. 

Prior to Gaudenzia, Dr. Gilbert served as CEO of Harmony Health Group, where she expanded
the organization’s multi-state footprint and enhanced operational and clinical excellence. She
previously held executive leadership roles at Futures Recovery Healthcare, Retreat Premier
Addiction Treatment Centers, and Onward Behavioral Health, driving business development,
strategic expansion, and improved treatment models.

A licensed therapist, Dr. Gilbert has extensive experience facilitating individual, group, and
family treatment services. She earned her Doctorate in Counseling Studies from Capella
University, her Master’s in Counseling Psychology from Chestnut Hill College, and her
Bachelor’s in Counseling Psychology from Bloomsburg University.

D E J A  G I L B E R T ,  P H D ,  L M H C ,  L P C ,  F A C H E



Whether you’re covering the event or simply want to engage, we welcome you to:
Attend and experience the evening firsthand.
Share these materials with your networks.
Support the cause through sponsorship, ticket purchases, or donations. 

Invitation: An Evening of Impact: From Adversity

to Hope is a powerful evening celebrating

resilience, recovery, and second chances. 

View the official event invitation here. Purchase

tickets here.

Sponsorship Opportunities: Corporate and

individual sponsors play a vital role in making

this event possible. Sponsorship levels include

exclusive benefits and visibility. Explore

sponsorship opportunities here. Become a

sponsor here.

Donation Opportunities: For those who cannot

attend but wish to support Gaudenzia’s mission,

donations provide life-changing resources for

individuals in recovery. Make a donation here.

We invi te members of  the media to explore the mater ia ls  below—also
avai lable on our Event  Landing Page—which provide key detai ls

about An Evening of Impact,  i t s  miss ion, and how the communi ty is
coming together to suppor t  second chances in recovery.

https://www.gaudenzia.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/From-Adversity-to-Hope-Invitation-2025_v4.pdf
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E7187&id=45
https://www.gaudenzia.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/From-Adversity-to-Hope-Sponsorship-2025_v6.pdf
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E7187&id=45
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E7187&id=45
https://www.gaudenzia.org/event/from-adversity-to-hope/


O u r  H i s t o r y
Gaudenzia was founded in 1968 by a conscientious group of community members
who wanted to help themselves and each other overcome the challenges of drug and
alcohol use. They soon learned that a collective group was much stronger than an
individual, struggling alone.

Over the next 56 years, Gaudenzia began serving those in need of treatment for
substance use and co-occurring disorders, becoming one of the nation’s first
providers with programs designed to meet the needs of pregnant and parenting
women, populations affected by HIV/AIDS, and individuals with criminal justice
involvement.

Today, Gaudenzia is one of the largest non-profit substance use and co-occurring
disorders treatment providers in the northeast United States, serving Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, and the Washington, D.C. areas. 
 
O u r  M i s s i o n
Gaudenzia’s mission is to promote long-term recovery by providing comprehensive
treatment and support to people with substance use disorder, co-occurring mental
health disorders, and related conditions, regardless of individual circumstances.

O u r  V i s i o n
Gaudenzia’s vision is a future where all individuals confronting substance use and
mental health challenges find the assistance they need to lead healthier, more
fulfilling lives. 

Every sunrise is a new beginning. 
Don’t underestimate the power of a second chance.



Thank you for your interest in An Evening of
Impact and for helping us spread the

message of hope, resilience, and
transformation.

For media inquiries, interviews, or to confirm
attendance, contact:

S H E R R I E  C E N T R E L L A

P U B L I C R E L A T I O N S @ G A U D E N Z I A . O R G

( 2 1 5 )  7 7 0 - 5 1 1 5

Every sunrise is a new beginning. 
Don’t underestimate the power of a second chance.

mailto:publicrelations@gaudenzia.org


Every sunrise is a new beginning. 
Don’t underestimate the power of a second chance.

Wednesday, March 12, 2025 | 4:00 PM – 7:00 PM

The Union League of Philadelphia, 140 S Broad St, Philadelphia, PA

F r o m  A d v e r s i t y  t o  H o p e :  A n  E v e n i n g  o f  I m p a c t

We appreciate you being part of this
important moment! By amplifying

stories of hope and second chances,
your voice will help change lives. 


