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An Analysis of Socialist
Candidates in the
2022 Midterm Election

By Justin Haskins, Jack McPherrin, and Chris Talgo

The list included in this Policy Brief shows the
election victories and losses for a selection of
socialist and far-left progressive candidates running
for office during the 2022 midterm election. The
list was created by a team of researchers from

the Socialism Research Center

DSA is the largest socialist organization (not a polit-
ical party) in the United States. According to DSA’s
website, “We are activists committed to democracy
as not simply one of our political values but our
means of restructuring society... We call this vision
democratic socialism—a vision of a

(SRC) at The Heartland Institute, a “This list includes more free, democratic, and humane
national free-market think tank. candidates for U.S. society. We are socialists because

House, U.S. Senate,
and state-level public

How We Define ‘Socialist’ and

we reject an international economic
order sustained by private profit,
alienated labor, race and gender dis-

‘Progressive’ Candidates offices endorsed by crimination, environmental destruc-

This list includes candidates for
U.S. House, U.S. Senate, and

Our Revolution, the tion, and brutality and violence in
Democratic Socialists defense of the status quo.”

state-level public offices endorsed ~ ©f America (DSA), and/ PDA is a nonprofit organization
by Our Revolution, the Democratic or the Progressive founded in 2004 to transform the
Socialists of America (DSA), Democrats of America Democratic Party and America

and / or the Progressive Democrats
of America (PDA). All three of

(PDA). All three of

by promoting far-left policies
throughout the United States.? PDA

these organizations openly advo- these organizations supports, among other policies,
cate for overtly socialist policies openly advocate for a national government-managed
and causes. overtly socialist policies health care system (Medicare for

Our Revolution is a nonprofit and causes.”

organization advocating for the

policy agenda of Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT), a
self-described socialist. Our Revolution supports
socialist policies such as single-payer health care
and the Green New Deal as core elements of its
policy agenda.'

All), progressive taxes, abolishing
immigration enforcement and
granting full citizenship to all
undocumented persons in the United States,
canceling all student loan debt, increasing the
minimum wage, supporting labor unions, and
transitioning to a fossil fuel-free energy system.
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Important Highlights

The biggest takeaway from our research is that
the far-left progressive and socialist wings of the
Democratic Party continue to gain significant
ground at both the federal and state levels of
government, following similar trends in the 2018
and 2020 elections.

Our full list includes 132 elections in 26 states.
We tracked 78 state-level positions, 50 U.S. House
seats, and four U.S. Senate seats.* We discovered
socialist or progressive candidates won 120 of
those races and lost only 12, resulting in a win
percentage of 91 percent for socialist candidates.

If uncontested races and losses are excluded, social-
ist or far-left progressive candidates won by an aver-
age of more than 30 percentage points. This clearly
indicates socialist and progressive groups targeted
districts they assumed Democrats would win in the
general election, rather than sponsoring candidates
and investing resources in elections that would be
more difficult to win during the general election. In
the 12 races socialist candidates lost, their margin of

Candidate Name Candidate Name State
(First) (Last)
Oscar De Los Santos AZ
Raul Grijalva AZ
Sandra Kennedy AZ
Lauren Kuby AZ
Nanette Barragan CA
Judy Chu CA
Mark Desaulnier CA
Jimmy Gomez CA
Jared Huffman CA
Fatima Igbal-Zubair CA
Ro Khanna CA
Barbara Lee CA
Ted Lieu CA
Derek Marshall CA
Grace Napolitano CA
Katie Porter CA

defeat (-9.8 percent) was more than three times less
than the aforementioned margin of victory.

The SRC conducted similar analyses in 2018 and
2020, and the results in the 2022 election show a
similar trend. In 2018, we identified 86 progressive
and socialist candidates. They won fewer than 40
percent of their races, with slim margins of victory
in several highly contested races.* In 2020, we
identified 266 progressive and socialist candidates,
approximately three times the amount as in 2018.
These candidates won more than 90 percent of their
races with an average margin of victory of more
than 25 percentage points, an astounding increase
over a two-year period. ®

Though we identified fewer candidates in 2022, the
socialist win percentage remained steady, at more
than 90 percent, and the average margin of victory
increased by more than five percentage points.
This clearly indicates that socialists continue

to reap great rewards at the ballot box, and that
socialist organizations are pragmatically targeting
Democratic bastions to replace “establishment”
Democrats with radical socialists.

Office Win or Loss
in 2020
Arizona House Won
U.S. House Won
AZ Corporation Commissioner Lost
AZ Corporation Commissioner Lost
U.S. House Won
U.S. House Won
U.S. House Won
U.S. House Won
U.S. House Won
California Assembly Lost
U.S. House Won
U.S. House Won
U.S. House Won
U.S. House Lost
U.S. House Won
U.S. House Won
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Candidate Name
(First)

Mark
Maxine
Monica
Elisabeth
Serena
Iman
Javier
Joe
Emily
Mike
Steven
Saud
Jorge
Brandon
Christine
Mike
Bob
Joshua
Mae
Jaime
Henry
Bob
Gregory
Josh
Anne
Susan
Julie
Matthew
Martin
Rick
David
Amy
Norm
Catherine
Quentin
Robyn

Candidate Name
(Last)

Takano
Waters
Duran
Epps
Gonzales-Gutierrez
Jodeh
Mabrey
Neguse
Sirota
Weissman
Woodrow
Anwar
Cabrera
Chafee
Cohen
D'Agostino
Dufft

Elliot
Flexer
Foster
Genga
Godfrey
Haddad
Hall
Hughes
Johnson
Kushner
Lesser
Looney
Lopes
Michel
Morrin Bello
Needleman
Osten
Phipps
Porter

State

CA
CA
CO
CO
CO
CO
CO
CO
CO
CO
CO
CT
CT
CT
cr
CT
CT
CT
CT
CT
CT
CT
CT
CT
Cr
CT
CT
CT
CT
CT
(GHl\
CT
CT
CT
CT
CT

Office

U.S. House

U.S. House
Colorado House
Colorado House
Colorado House
Colorado House
Colorado House
U.S. House
Colorado House
Colorado House
Colorado House
Connecticut Senate
Connecticut Senate
Connecticut House
Connecticut Senate
Connecticut House
Connecticut Senate
Connecticut House
Connecticut Senate
Connecticut House
Connecticut House
Connecticut House
Connecticut House
Connecticut House
Connecticut House
Connecticut House
Connecticut Senate
Connecticut Senate
Connecticut Senate
Connecticut Senate
Connecticut House
Connecticut House
Connecticut Senate
Connecticut Senate
Connecticut House
Connecticut House

Win or Loss

in 2020

Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
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Candidate Name
(First)
Matt
Kara
Manny
Gary
EdWon
Mary
Baird
Gary
Michael
Maxwell
Raphael
Danny
Chuy
Alexi
Jonathan
Maria
Delia
Jan
Rachel
Andre
Jim
Ayanna
Erika
Jamie
Benjamin
Troy
Grayson
Chloe
Mike
Debbie
Rashida
Keith
IThan
Cori
Alma
Vanessa

Candidate Name

(Last)

Ritter
Rochelle
Sanchez
Turco
Vargas
Welander
Welch-Collins
Wonfield
Wonkler
Frost
Warnock
Davis
Garcia
Giannoulias
Jackson
Peterson
Ramirez
Schakowsky
Ventura
Carson
McGovern
Pressley
Uyterhoeven
Raskin
Collings
Jackson
Lookner
Maxmin
Sylvester
Dingell
Tlaib
Ellison
Omar

Bush
Adams
Agudelo

State

CT
CT
CT
CT
CT
CT
CT
CT
(GHN
FL
GA
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IN
MA
MA
MA
MD
ME
ME
ME
ME
ME
MI
MI
MN
MN
MO
NC
NY

Office

Connecticut House
Connecticut House
Connecticut House
Connecticut House
Connecticut House
Connecticut House
Connecticut House
Connecticut Senate
Connecticut House
U.S. House

U.S. Senate

U.S. House

U.S. House

Illinois Secretary of State
U.S. House

Illinois Senate

U.S. House

U.S. House

Illinois Senate

U.S. House

U.S. House

U.S. House
Massachusetts House
U.S. House

Maine House
Maine Senate
Maine House
Maine Senate
Maine House

U.S. House

U.S. House
Minnesota Attorney General
U.S. House

U.S. House

U.S. House

New York Assembly

Win or Loss
in 2020

Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Lost
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Lost
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
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Candidate Name
(First)
Jamaal
Kristen
Robert
Josh
J. Gustavo
Sarahana
Nydia
Alexandria
Gary
Earl
Val
Jamie
Andrea
John
Elizabeth
Rick
Summer
David
Terry
Justin
Wendell
Leon
Krystle
Michael
Ivory
Steven
Gloria
Greg
Jasmine
Lloyd
Michelle
Becca
Doug
Emilie
Peter
David

Candidate Name

(Last)

Bowman
Gonzalez
Jackson
Riley
Rivera
Shrestha
Velazquez
Ocasio-Cortez
Josephson
Blumenauer
Hoyle
McLeod-Skinner
Salinas
Fetterman
Fiedler
Krajewski
Lee
Cicilline
Alexander
Bamberg
Gilliard
Howard
Matthews
Rivers
Thigpen
Cohen
Johnson
Casar
Crockett
Doggett
Vallejo
Balint
Hofter
Kornheiser
Welch
Zuckerman

State

NY
NY
NY
NY
NY
NY
NY
NY
OH
OR
OR
OR
OR
PA
PA
PA
PA
RI
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
SC
TN
TN
TX
TX
TX
TX
VT
VT
VT
VT
VT

Office Win or Loss
in 2020
U.S. House Won
New York Senate Won
New York Senate Won
U.S. House Lost
New York Senate Won
New York Assembly Won
U.S. House Won
U.S. House Won
U.S. House Lost
U.S. House Won
U.S. House Won
U.S. House Lost
U.S. House Won
U.S. Senate Won
Pennsylvania House Won
Pennsylvania House Won
U.S. House Won
U.S. House Won
South Carolina House Won
South Carolina House Won
South Carolina House Won
South Carolina House Won
U.S. Senate Lost
South Carolina House Won
South Carolina House Won
U.S. House Won
Tennessee House Won
U.S. House Won
U.S. House Won
U.S. House Won
U.S. House Lost
U.S. House Won
Vermont State Auditor Won
Vermont House Won
U.S. House Won
Vermont Lt. Governor Won
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Candidate Name Candidate Name State Office Win or Loss
(First) (Last) in 2020
Pramila Jayapal WA  US. House Won
Samba Baldeh WI Wisconsin House Won
Mandela Barnes WI U.S. Senate Lost
Marisabel Cabrera WI Wisconsin House Won
Ryan Clancy WI Wisconsin House Won
Darrin Madison WI Wisconsin House Won
Mark Pocan WI U.S. House Won
Sara Rodriguez WI Wisconsin Lt. Governor Won
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