




Security Windoǁ Film Ͳ FreƋuently Asked Yuestions

Are There Kther BeneĨits? 
When designed to save energy, as 
well, security films may reduce solar 
heat gain by as much as ϴϬ percent. 
For energy savings and return on 
investment, they are proven to be 
the most cost-effective solution with 
a payback period in many instances 
of less than five years.  This benefit 
is likely to offset the capital costs of 
adding security film to a school.  
Security films work right away Ϯϰ x ϳ 
even when there is not a threat and 
are considered a passive system not 
requiring  human intervention to 
activate.

Full window replacements for 
energy savings are reported to have 
decades long payback periods, 
according to research from the 
�uilding Technologies Kffice of the 
�epartment of �nergy. The study 
lists window replacement payback 
periods for different climate zones 
at anywhere between ϯϮ.ϰ years 
;>as segasͿ to ϭϱϭ.ϴ years ;�uluthͿ.

Another safety feature that may be 
overlooked is the Us barrier that 
security film offers by blocking ϵϵй 
of the sunΖs Us rays that pass by 
unprotected glass and onto the skin, 
eyes and lead to such ill affects as 
skin cancers and cataracts. In short, 
safety window films can be a multi-
solution product that answers many 
needs such as energy savings, Us 
protection from the sunΖs harmful 
rays, glare reduction, improvement 
of the appearance of a building and 
in general upgrade window 
performance to todayΖs standards.

dhe Current �nvironment
It is important that schools and other 
organizations understand that 
windows are often the most 
vulnerable entry point of any building. 

Installing thick impact resistant glass 
or a flexible polycarbonate system may 
offer a solution, but the products can 
be extremely expensive, and, for 
various reasons, not always feasible.  
Security window film may provide the 
best and most cost-effective solution 
for protecting a building and its 
occupants.

The average U.S. public school is more 
than ϰϬ years years old. Statistics 
indicate most have not had a major 
renovation in ϭϮ years, according to 
the US �epartment of �ducation. This 
leaves a majority of school leaders 
looking to improve security within the 
constraints of the annual budget. 

Newly constructed schools may be 
equipped with attack resistant doors 
and windows, but existing schools 
likely need budget-conscious retrofit 
solutions. And even newer schools 
may not have been built with a total 
security approach leaving areas open 
to attack.

The latest research into violent crimes 
shows if violent intruders are delayed 
even briefly, they may move on. The 
F�I reports nearly ϳϬй of shootings in 
the last ϭϯ years ended within five 
minutes, and ϲϬй before first 
responders arrived, so every second of 
delay counts.

© IWFA 2019

Can it StoƉ Intruders? 
Security film may delay entry and slow 
them down, allowing time for first 
responders to arrive and occupants to 
react or escape.  Security window film 
prolongs the amount of time it takes for 
something or someone to get through 
the glass. Security window film cannot 
stop a determined intruder from making 
entry, but may hinder their effort. 

Security films help to hold glass in place 
during adverse weather conditions, 
explosions, glass impacts͖ whether 
intentional or not͖ and even bullets that 
pass through. No window film is going to 
resist a determined attack, but it may 
provide the time to react and alert 
authorities by delaying entry.

�oes it ImƉact AƉƉearance?
Security window film allows schools to 
prepare for the worst-case scenarios 
without significantly changing a 
buildingΖs appearance. 

Security window film can be visually 
clear to create an unseen barrier or can 
be designed to prevent seeing into a 
building. They are usually thicker than 
other standard window films and 
constructed by laminating multiple layers 
of thinner films together. 

The film may also be anchored to the 
window frame either by mechanical 
means or construction sealants, so the 
glass is essentially tied into the window 
frame. Security window films have 
undergone a high degree of professional 
and independent laboratory testing and 
manufactured to meet a long list of 
criteria and industry standards. They are 
used by many government installations 
and buildings including the White ,ouse.
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