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Joyce Mpower House Overview & Highlights 

Overview
The Joyce Mpower House is a state-of-the-art multimedia facility serving youth in Chicago’s West Englewood and Englewood communities. It is a place of learning, creativity and discovery – where young people will unlock their hidden superpowers and realize their full potential. Through music, media, technology, design and more, it will empower youth to explore new possibilities, develop their talents, and become the next generation of innovators, artists and leaders.

The Joyce Mpower House provides programming that focuses on college and career readiness skills for youth around activities that reflect their passion. Students will expand their understanding of creative digital media while learning STEM/STEAM-related fields and artistic careers such as music production, sound engineering, digital media and content creation, game design, broadcasting and illustration.

Guiding principles of the Joyce Mpower House include Learning by Designing, Following Your Interests, Building a Community, and Fostering Respect and Trust.

Highlighted Spaces

SECOND FLOOR
· Great Room (Study area)
· Circle of Voices (Dedicated to Health and Wellness activities)
 
FIRST FLOOR
· Reception 
· Leader’s Lounge (Gathering space)
· Café
 
 GROUND FLOOR
· Robert R. McCormick Media Center
· Podcast Room & Recording Studio
 
 BASEMENT
· Mpower Hub (Gaming/Computer Lab)
· Idea Lab (Makers Space)
Joyce Mpower House Overview & Highlights 

Programming

Mpower Hub & Idea Lab
The Mpower Hub & Idea Lab are collaborative workspaces equipped with various tools and resources that foster creativity, learning and innovation. 

Activities include:
· Graphic Design
· Prototyping
· STEM Education
· Collaborative Projects
· Workshops and Classes
· Game design
· Photography
· Illustration
· Animation

Media/Technology
The Robert R. McCormick Media Center, located within the Joyce Mpower House, encourages youth to express themselves about issues that are important to them. Youth will create media that features their personal experiences and ideas, feelings and concerns. 

Activities include:
· Video production (360, documentary, narrative, PSA)
· Music production
· Podcasting
· Broadcasting
· Entrepreneurship

Youth Leadership Council
The Youth Leadership Council will cultivate leadership by supporting youth’s personal growth, as well as help ensure that youth voices are represented in decision making. The goal is to help youth see themselves as leaders and encourage them to take leadership 
positions in their schools, communities and beyond. Youth will learn how to work across cultures to help ensure all voices are heard and to be effective change agents.

Activities include:
· Learning basics of financial literacy and personal finance
· Examining key issues facing their communities 
· Applying knowledge, skills and understanding gained through meaningful community service
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Workforce Development 
Workforce Development programming will help students leverage technology skills and experience to equip them for professional success. Youth will explore professional jobs and academic opportunities, and learn from people who have successfully launched their careers.

Activities include:
· Field trips to local companies, colleges and universities
· “Job shadows” at companies where youth can follow an employee throughout the workday
· Host visits from professionals who use technology in their careers
· Goal setting and educational planning
· Employment preparation and placement – including soft-skills building, job readiness training, career exploration, resume-writing and interviewing skills

Health & Wellness
Health & Wellness programming builds on students’ individual strengths and capacity for change while addressing special needs, behavioral and situational problems, and mental illness. Priorities include empowering youth and their families to understand the benefits and importance of health and wellness. Staff will work to help youth, individually or with their families, deal with life challenges and improve their overall mental wellness.

Activities include:
· Life and daily living skills
· Psychoeducational groups
· Support groups
· Wellness workshops
· Peace Circles
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