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National Portrait Gallery Announces 2019 Outwin  

Boochever Portrait Competition Finalists  

 

The Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery has announced the finalists for its fifth triennial 

Outwin Boochever Portrait Competition. Their work will be presented in “The Outwin 2019: 

American Portraiture Today,” a major exhibition premiering at the National Portrait Gallery Oct. 26 

through Aug. 30, 2020. Every three years, artists living and working in the United States are invited to 

submit one of their recent portraits to a panel of experts chosen by the museum. The works of this 

year’s 46 finalists were selected from over 2,600 entries. The first-prize winner, to be announced this 

fall, will receive a cash award of $25,000 and a commission to create a portrait of a living person for 

the museum’s permanent collection. 
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The Outwin Boochever Portrait Competition encourages artists from across the United States 

to submit artworks that challenge the definition of portraiture. This year’s competition received entries 

in a variety of media, and the winning artworks reflect the very compelling and diverse approaches 

that today’s artists are using to tell the American story through portraiture. Finalists have come from 

14 states, Washington, D.C. and Puerto Rico. Seven artists have been shortlisted for prizes. The 

winners and allotted amounts will be announced at a press preview Oct. 25. Previous first-prize 

winners include David Lenz (2006), Dave Woody (2009), Bo Gehring (2013) and Amy Sherald 

(2016). 

  “The Outwin Boochever Portrait Competition was founded to support the next wave of 

contemporary portraiture in the United States,” said Kim Sajet, director of the National Portrait 

Gallery. “The diversity of this edition’s entries, from geographic origin to subject matter, reflects the 

multifaceted story of contemporary America. Topics range from stories of migration to the celebration 

of urban youth culture. The exhibition promises to pay close attention to the LGBTQ community, 

American workers and those facing injustice because of their race or immigration status. The selected 

artworks attest to the relevance of portraiture today as a powerful affirmation of the human 

experience.”  

  Jurors for the competition’s fifth edition are Byron Kim, artist and senior critic at the Yale 

School of Art; Harry Gamboa Jr., artist, writer and faculty member at the California Institute of the 

Arts; Lauren Haynes, curator of contemporary art at the Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art; 

and Jefferson Pinder, artist and professor of sculpture and contemporary practices at the School of the 

Art Institute of Chicago. The National Portrait Gallery’s Brandon Brame Fortune, chief curator; 

Dorothy Moss, curator of painting and sculpture and performance art; and Taína Caragol, curator of 

painting and sculpture and Latino art and history, also served on the committee.  

  Moss is the director of the 2019 Outwin Boochever Portrait Competition and is co-curating the 

exhibition “The Outwin 2019: American Portraiture Today” with Caragol. 

   The Outwin Boochever Portrait Competition is made possible by the Virginia Outwin 

Boochever Portrait Competition Endowment, established by Virginia Outwin Boochever and 

continued by her children.  

National Portrait Gallery 

  The Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery tells the multifaceted story of the United States 

through the individuals who have shaped American culture. Spanning the visual arts, performing arts 
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and new media, the Portrait Gallery portrays poets and presidents, visionaries and villains, actors and 

activists, whose lives tell the American story.  

  The National Portrait Gallery is part of the Donald W. Reynolds Center for American Art and 

Portraiture at Eighth and F streets N.W., Washington, D.C. Smithsonian Information: (202) 633-1000. 

Connect with the museum at npg.si.edu, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and YouTube. 

 

NOTE TO EDITORS: 

Outwin Boochever Portrait Competition 2019 Finalists 

 

Paul Adams/Jordan Layton, Lindon, Utah 

Luis Alvarez Roure, Hasbrouck Heights, N.J.  

Shimon Attie, New York, N.Y. 

Tom Atwood, New York, N.Y. 

Claire Beckett, Swampscott, Mass. 

Quinn Russell Brown, Seattle 

Ruth Leonela Buentello, San Antonio, Texas 

Antonius-Tin Bui, Sugar Land, Texas 

Mike Byrnside, San Antonio, Texas 

Kate Capshaw, New York, N.Y.  

Daniel Centofanti, Stevenson Ranch, Calif. 

Joshua Cogan, Washington, D.C. 

Sam Comen, Los Angeles* 

Larry W. Cook Jr., Laurel, Md. 

Carl Corey, River Falls, Wis. 

Carla Crawford, Petaluma, Calif. 

Hugo Crosthwaite, San Diego, Calif.* 

David Antonio Cruz, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Caledonia Curry/Swoon, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Ronald Diamond, Brooklyn, N.Y.  

Jenny Dubnau, Jackson Heights, N.Y. 

Jess T. Dugan, St. Louis, Mo.  

Nekisha Durrett, Washington, D.C. 

Nona Faustine, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Genevieve Gaignard, Los Angeles 

Maria Natalia Garcia Clark, Los Angeles* 

Anna Garner, Los Angeles  

Richard Greene, Los Angeles*    

Lauren Hare, Portland, Ore.* 

Sedrick Huckaby, Benbrook, Texas 

Zun Lee, Bronx, N.Y. 

William Lemke, Waukesha, Wis. 

ADÁL, Santurce, Puerto Rico  

Patrick Martinez, Los Angeles 

Wayde McIntosh, Brooklyn, N.Y.* 

Louie Palu, Washington, D.C. 

Joel Daniel Phillips, Tulsa, Okla. 

Deborah Roberts, Austin, Texas 

Devon Rodriguez, Bronx, N.Y. 

Sheldon Scott, Washington, D.C. 

Federico Solmi, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Sandra Steinbrecher, Chicago 

Julianne Wallace Sterling, Albany, Calif. 

Lava Thomas, Berkeley, Calif. 

Michael Vasquez, Miami 

Adrian Octavius Walker, Oakland, Calif.* 

 

 

*Denotes prizewinner 
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